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Abstract 
Powerful stories about abduction predate the history of Nigeria today. The 
story of kidnapping in Nigeria today, is analogous with the Biblical 
mythological and historical tales that recount the fates of prominent people: 
Joseph, the Sabine women, Helen of Troy and various members of royalty 
taken from their homelands. When you look round Nigeria at present, you 
see that something is wrong. What is wrong? Kidnapping. The degree at 
which is growing in Nigeria. At present, the future of Nigeria is getting 
darken because of the immense rate of this criminal trade and practice 
emanating from every nook and cranny of Nigeria society. Kidnapping is a 
national social problem that must be solved nationally. The gist of this 
paper, therefore, is to examine some of the causes of kidnapping in Nigeria 
and suggest some possible remedies that will help to stop this barbaric sin 
and social crime. 

 
Introduction  

Kidnapping refers to crime of seizing, confining, abducting, or carrying away a person by 
force or fraud, often to subject him or her to involuntary servitude in an attempt to demand a ransom. 
Most countries consider it a grave offence punishable by a long prison sentence or death 
(http:www.helium.com to Tunde Article). Kidnapping is the illegal abuse and financial exploitation of 
the victims of kidnapping. Kidnapping for the purpose of extortion has become a tactic of political 
revolutionaries or terrorists seeking concessions from a government.  

Kidnapping is a trade that is difficult for the operators to quit. This trade is like child 
trafficking. It is a multimillion criminal industry in the world especially in Nigeria. This criminal 
business is the fourth most lucrative commerce in Nigeria after oil bunkering, prostitution and child 
trafficking. This paper, therefore, examines the dual domains: causes and remedies of kidnapping in 
Nigeria.  

Kidnapping is all over Nigeria. It is a national problem that has eaten so deep into the tissues 
of the nation. It is a problem that must be tackled nationally. Kidnapping is growing daily in Nigeria. 
This criminal commerce paints an ugly picture of the already battered image of Nigeria. This 
kidnapping racket has become incurable disease. Kidnapping has become a life threatening ailment. 
For instance there is no month in Nigeria when we do not read on the pages of newspapers about 
cases of kidnapping. Kidnapping has become the bane of our nation. It is evident that Nigeria society 
has lost hope of tomorrow. The kidnapping of young and old people in Nigeria, are bane of our lives 
today. Nigerians who are involved in this ugly business find it difficult to quit. Kidnappers see it as a 
business that can never be abolished by any government in Nigeria. This is because, the government 
of Nigeria is yet to take a bold step to find a lasting panacea to this barbaric act. Once the government 
comes with a stiff action against the kidnappers, the idea of seeing the trade as a type coated with 
much profit would be a forgotten trade. 

Unarguably, the cardinal security puzzle that seems to be quaking the Nigerian nation is the 
series of foreign oil and construction workers as well as the series of attacks on the oil facilities by 
militants in the Niger –Delta region of Nigeria. Since the beginning of this criminal act, kidnapping, 
Nigeria has recorded huge losses in crude oil.  This has made many Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs) to spring up in Nigeria. One of such is ‘Erukaye Hope’, a non-governmental organization 
based in Delta State. Many have and are still making effort to obstruct this criminal business. 

 
A Concise History of Kidnapping in Nigeria 

Kidnapping in Nigeria started in this new millennium. Kidnappings in Nigeria began rising in 
2006 when militants in the Niger-Delta started kidnapping expatriates for ransom (Internet: 
Naijafeed). Another source has it that; it all started on September 16th 2005, when a group named Ijaw  
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Youth Council (IYC) threatens to attack British nationals and facilities in the Nigeria-Delta if 
the British police failed to release a former governor who was arrested in London for money 
laundering offences. However, the federal government dismissed the threat and couples of days after, 
Nigerian military troops were deployed to the region.  
 On September 20th 2005, a leader of another group named Alhaji Asari Dokubo, leader of the 
Niger-Delta People’s Volunteer Force (NDPVF) was arrested by the Nigerian government in 
connection with the rising tension in the Niger-Delta. On January 11th 2007, what appeared to be the 
first reported case of abduction of expatriates took place when four foreign oil workers working on 
the  AE fields of Shell Petroleum were kidnapped by militants in Port Harcourt. This resulted in a 
further cut-back of 120,000 barrels per day in crude oil production.  
 On January 15th 2006, ten persons including soldiers of the military joint task force, deployed 
by the government to the Niger-Delta region (operation restore hope) were crushed to death.  
 On February 5th 2007, nine Chinese workers that were kidnapped in Bayelsa (a southern state 
of Nigeria) were released after being held for eleven days on 25th of February that same year.  
 On February 9th 2007, what appeared to be a major warning to the government and the 
citizens was announced by the militants when they vowed to extend hostilities beyond the Niger-Delta 
region to other parts of the country. They also warned all expatriates to leave Nigeria with immediate 
effect. And on this day, the American cable News Network (CNN) reported that there were no fewer 
than 200,000 armed militants in the Niger-Delta region.  
 On March 15th 2007, after 98 days in captivity, two Italian oil workers regained freedom. 
They were employees of the Agip oil.  
 The kidnappings went on and on between March 15 to May 16, when the official residence of 
the Nigeria’s vice president elect was bombed, but his mother miraculously escaped through a boat 
unhurt. In the later part of June, 2007, some militants kidnapped a 4 year-old Nigerian-British girl 
while on her way to school but was released after several appeals from the Nigerian president and 
well wishers. 
 The most prominent thing about these kidnapping was that huge amount of money was been 
paid as ransom before these expatriates are released. However, none of the expatriates lost his life 
even though there are many sad tales from these expatriates after their release.  
 However in the earlier part of July 2007, Nigerians as well as foreign oil workers in the 
Niger-Delta region woke up to the news that the leader of the ND PVF had been released from prison 
by the orders of the appeal court, hence there was a reduction in hostage taking as well as an 
agreement signed by the carious militant groups and the federal government that hence forth, there 
would not be hostage or expatriate abduction in Nigeria again. A peace deal that has not been broken 
since then. (http:www.helium.com Tunde Article). It is the abduction of expatriates that has stopped 
in Nigeria. However, the abduction of members of the Nigerian society is still fruitful. According to a 
one time minister of police Affairs in Nigeria, Ibrahim Yakubu Lame, “512 people were kidnapped in 
2009 and 30 out of the 512 died in the hands of their kidnappers.” (http:www.helium.com Tunde 
Article).  
 
Causes of Kidnapping in Nigeria 

Some problems have been identified by the researcher as causes of kidnapping in Nigeria. 
These causes include: politicians, poverty, terrorism, lack of stiffer punishment by government, 
negligence on the part of the well –to-do in families and quick money.  

 
Politicians 
 The rapid increase in kidnappings in Nigeria is said to have been caused by politicians using 
militants for their own political programmes. Politician in Nigeria who have failed in elections, have 
no other options than to look for every means to spark-off trouble for those in office or government. 
They go as much as grooming youths for kidnappings.  
 The politicians are sponsors of many cases of kidnappings in Nigeria today. Again, politicians 
who are not politically inclined also seek avenue to thwart the  efforts of their opponents in any way. 
This method is a strategy to disorganize the polity of their political opponents. A good example in the 
case of a one-time governor of Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Prof. Chukwuma Charles Soludo who 
went into politics after the expiration of his leadership of CBN. Soludo’s political opponents saw 
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him as a huge threat to the political race and therefore invited kidnappers to abduct the father of 
former top bras of CBN. Thereafter, they demanded a fat ransom before the aged father can be 
released. This is just to distract Soludo politically.  
 
Poverty 

The poverty nature of Nigerians is another reason why people choose to go into kidnapping. 
They see it as a means of leaving the track of poverty for riches. This is because when a person is 
kidnapped, a ransom is placed on the head of that victim, and not until that ransom is given to the 
kidnappers, the kidnapped will never be released to his family or people.  
 When this money is actually given to the kidnapper who has been dwelling in abject poverty, 
he suddenly turns rich. He becomes rich compared to his former state.  
 
Terrorism 

Terrorism is yet another cause of kidnapping in Nigeria. Some hungry and jobless youths in 
Nigeria have taken it upon themselves that terrorism is the answer to their many problems. This is 
especially in the Niger-Delta area.  

Today in Nigeria, we experience major security problem that seems to be shaking the 
Nigerian society. There are series of attacks on the oil facilities by militants in the Niger-Delta. For 
instance, in March 2006, Nigeria’s daily crude oil loses rose to 631,000 barrels per day, about 26 
percent of its daily output of 2.4 million barrels per day, following an attack on the Italian oil giant, 
Nigerian Agip oil company’s pipelines. On October of the year 2006, some militants killed 5 soldiers 
along the oil-rich Cawthorowe Channel, one of the major oil reserves in the southern region. In the 
same vein, February 2007, nine Chinese workers were kidnapped in Bayelsa. From the few examples 
stated above, one can now see that terrorism is one of the causes of kidnapping in Nigeria. It is a 
tactics of political revolutionaries or terrorists seeking concessions from a government.  

 
 
Lack of Stiffer Punishment by Government 
 The lack of stiffer penalty on the kidnappers is one of the many reasons why this ugly practice 
still thrives in Nigeria. The kidnappers see this criminal business as a huge profit making venture and 
therefore find it difficult to quit. This business is like child trafficking. If the government imposes a 
strict penalty on those caught for kidnapping, this trade will die completely. In the words of Dodo, 
and Ohwonohwo (2008:64), “this is because there is little risk of prosecution for traffickers hence, the 
trade thrives on.”  
 
Negligence on the Part of the Well-to-do in Families 
 Negligence is another cause giving rise to kidnapping in Nigeria. In many homes today in 
Nigeria, those who are equipped financially do not make effort to assist financially those poor 
members of their families. These poor family members find it difficult to afford basic three square 
meals, although this is attributed to the poverty level in Nigeria. Therefore, the only way to provide 
for themselves the three square meal, is to go into kidnapping the wealthy members of the large 
family. After which place ransom on the head of kidnapped. We have many cases of this type in 
Nigeria especially in Delta State. Secretary to a State Government (SSG) in one of the states in 
Nigeria is a good example. In this case, the SSG’s father was kidnapped by a member of his family. If 
this kidnapper has been properly taken care off by the SSG, he would not have thought of it.  
 
Quick Money 
 According to Dodo and Ohwonohwo (2008:63), “one of the causes of child trafficking in 
Nigeria is the craze to get rich quick,” This assertion is not far from this cause. Many Nigerians are 
not ready and willing to face the ups and downs of life struggle. The   life in Nigeria today, is a life of 
the survival of the fittest. Therefore you cannot harvest where you did not plant. Many Nigerian 
especially the youths are people with tall dreams. How can these tall dreams of theirs be achieved? 
This is a question that rovers in their minds. Because they want to make quick money without 
working. They go about searching for people to kidnap and make much money in return. This is 
barbaric and sinister! This is the state of Nigeria. 
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Remedies of Kidnapping in Nigeria  
Kidnapping has been a source of worry and a pre-occupation of the mind of the researcher. 

Based on these, the followings are some remedies that can tackle the problems of kidnapping in 
Nigeria: 
 The fight against the criminal business, kidnapping, can be won by making laws with other 

policy measures.  
 Poverty alleviation programmes should be fully extended to the less-privileged especially in 

the rural areas to ease the economic hardship, and not the urban areas where the already rich 
people will benefit. When this is addressed, we strongly believe that kidnapping will be a 
thing of the past in Nigeria.  

 Micro industries should be established in rural areas to engage youths. This will go along way 
to draw the attention of youths from kidnapping.  

 The Nigeria government should enact a stiff anti-kidnapping law that will make kidnapping a 
serious felony. A kidnapper should be charged with a capital offence if the kidnapping results 
into death. This is because kidnappings are of different types and levels. Therefore, 
punishment should be assigned accordingly.    

 The three tiers of government especially the federal government should embark on a public 
enlightenment campaign on the need to shun kidnapping.  

 
Conclusion  
 The researcher has asserted that kidnapping is a multi-million naira criminal business in 
Nigeria. Some causes have been identified. These causes include: politicians, poverty, terrorism, lack 
of stiffer punishment by government, negligence on the part of the well-to-do in families and quick 
money. The researcher went further to profound remedies that will stop the ugly trade. 
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